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1997 WISCONSIN ACT 184

AN ACT to renumber and amend 196.01 (5)to amend 32.05 (intro.);32.05 (1) (a), 32.07 (2), 7A.12), 71.26 (1)

(b), 196.52 (3) (b) 1., 196.85 (3), 196.85 (4) (a) and 196.85 (5)icestdate 66.0735, 77.54 (9a) (em), 196.01 (5)
(b) and 196.85 (2e) of the statuteslating to: permitting the creation of joint local water authorities and granting

rule—makingauthority

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SecTioN 1. 32.05 (intro.) of the statutes is amended
to read:

32.05 Condemnatiorfor sewers and transporta
tion facilities. (intro.) In this section, “mass transit facil

ity” includes, without limitation because of enumeration,

exclusiveor preferential bus lanes if those lanes are lim
ited to abandoned railroad rights—of-way or existing ex
presswaysonstructed before May 17, 1978, highway

districtunder subch. Il of ch. 229 for any exposition-cen
ter or exposition center facility may proceed under this
sectionor under s. 32.06 at the option of the lagbost
tion district. All other condemnation of property for pub
lic alleys, streetdhighways, airports, mass transit facili
ties, or other transportation facilitieglas or leachate
extractionsystems to remedy environmental pollution
from a solid waste disposal faciljtgr storm sewerand
sanitarysewers-qrwatercourses or water transmission
anddistribution facilitiesshall proceed as follows:
SecTIoN 2. 32.05(1) (a) of the statutes is amended

controldevices, bus passenger loading areas and terminato read:

facilities, including shelters, andringe and corridor

parking facilities to serve bus and other public mass
transportatiorpassengers, together with the acquisition,
construction,reconstruction and maintenance of lands

andfacilities for the development, improvement arsg
of public masgransportation systems for the transporta

32.05(1) (a) Except as provided under pén), the
countyboard of supervisore( the county highwagom
mitteewhen so authorized by the couiiyard)of super
visors city council, village board, town board, sewerage
commissiongoverning metropolitan sewerage district
createdby ss. 66.22 or 66.88 to 66.9%8¢retary of trans

tion of passengers. This section does not apply to townportation,a commission created by contract under s.

highwayscreated or altered under ch. 80 exe@egto jury
trials on appeals under ss. 80.24d 80.25, nor to pro
ceedingsn 1st class citiesnder subch. 1. In any city
condemnatiorfor housing under ss. 66.40 to 66.404, or
for urban renewal undes. 66.431, may proceed under
this section orunder s. 32.06 at the option of the €on
demningauthority Condemnation by a local exposition

66.30,a joint local water authority created by contract
unders. 66.0375housing authority under ss. 66.40 to
66.404,local exposition district created under subch. 1l
of ch. 229, redevelopment authority under s. 66.431 or
communitydevelopment authority under s. 66.4324ll
make an order providing for the laying out, relocation and
improvemenf the public highwaystreet, alleystorm

* Section 9911, WiscoNsIN STATUTES 1995-96: Hiective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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and sanitary sewers, watercourses, wadtansmission
anddistribution facilities mass transit facilities, airport,
or other transportation facilities, gas or leachate extrac
tion systems to remedy environmental pollution from a
solid waste disposal facilithousing project, redevelep
mentproject, exposition center or exposition center-faci
lities which shall beknown as the relocation ordeFhis
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(e) “Local governmental unit” means any citsl-
lage, town, county town sanitary district, water utility
district, or a public inland lake protection and rehabilita
tion district that has town sanitary district powarsler
s. 33.22 (3).

(f) “Local water authority” means a public corpora
tion created by contract between 2 or more contracting

ordershall include a map or plat showing the old and new parties.

locationsand the lands and interestgjuired. A copy of
theorder shall, within 20 days after its issue, be filed with
the county clerk of the county wherein ttands are lo
cated.

SectioN 3. 32.07 (2) of the statutes is amended to
read:

32.07(2) The petitioner shatletermine necessity if
applicationis by the state or any commission, depart

(g) “Project” means any planyorks, system, facii
tiesand reabnd personal property of any nature, together
with all parts and appurtenances, that are used or useful
in the production, treatment, storage, transmission, dis
tribution, purchasesale, or exchange of wateProject”
includesany interest inpr right to the capacity of, the
plant, works, system, facilities or property'Project”
alsoincludes the acquisition of water and the acquisition,

ment,board or other branch of state government or by a constructionor operation offacilities for producing,

city, village, town, countyschool district, board, com
mission,public oficer, commission created by contract
under s. 66.30,_joint local water authority under s.
66.0735, redevelopment authority created under s.
66.431,local exposition district created under subch. Il
of ch. 229, housing authority created unger66.40 to
66.404or for the right—of-wayf a railroad up to 100 feet
in width, for a telegraph, telephone or other electric line,
for the right—of-way for a gas pipeline, main or service
or for easements for the constructiohany elevated
structureor subway for railroad purposes.

SecTION 4. 66.0735 of the statutes is created to read:

66.0735 Joint local water authorities. (1) FNDING
AND DECLARATION OFNECESSITY. It is declared that the op
erationof water utility systems by local governmental
units of this state anthe improvement of the systems
throughjoint action in the production, treatment, storage,
transmissiondistribution, purchase, sale and exchange
of water is in the public interest andratter of statewide
concernthat there is a need ander to ensure the stability
andcontinued viability of the local systems to provide for
ameansby which local governmental units which oper
atethe systems magct jointly including development of
coordinatedvater productiontreatment, storage, trans
missionanddistribution; and that, the necessity in the
public interest for the provisions of this sectiondis
claredas a matter of legislative determination.

(2) DeriNiTIONs. As used in this section, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise:

(&) “Authority” means a joint local water authority

(b) “Bonds” means anponds, interim certificates,
notes,debentures or other obligationseaof authority is
suedunder this section.

(c) “Commission” means the public service commis
sion.

(d) “Contracting party” means a local governmental
unitin this state, or a federally recognized Indian tribe or
bandlocated in this state, thabntracts to establish or to
join an authority under this section.

treating,storing, transmitting, or distributing water

(3) CREATION OFAN AUTHORITY. (&) Creation by con
tract. Any local governmental unith this state may cen
tractwith one or more local governmental units in this
stateor federally recognized Indian tribes or bands lo
catedin thestate to establish a separate governmental en
tity, to be known as a joint local water authorigyjointly
produce treat, store, transmitlistribute, purchase, sell
or exchange watem whole or in part for the benefit of
the contracting parties. The parties to the contract may
amendthe contract as provided in the contract.

(am) Hearing equirments.At least 30 days before
becominga contracting party by entering into a contract
underthis subsection, a local governmental unit shall
hold a public hearing on theroposed contract. Notice of
the hearing shall be published as a class 3 notice under ch.
985.

(b) Filing requirrments.The parties entering into a
contractunder this subsection shall file a copy of the-con
tractwith the secretary of state. Upon receipt, the secre
tary of state shall record the contract and issuoerfi-
cateof incorporation statinghe name of the authority
andthedate and fact of incorporation. The corporate ex
istenceof the authority begins upon issuance of the eertif
icate.

(4) ConTRACT. A contract establishing an authority
under sub. (3) shall specify all of the following:

(a) The nameand purpose of the authority and the
functionsor services to be provided by thethority The
nameshall refer to the authority as an ageraythority
or district.

(b) The establishment andganization of a boardf
directors,in which all powers of the authority shak
vested. The contracinay permit the board of directors to
createan executive committee of theard of directors
to which the board of directormay delegate any of its
powersand duties, as specified by the board.

(c) The number of directors, the manner of their ap
pointment, the terms of theirfafe, their compensation,
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if any and the procedure for filling vacancies on the not sell any wateto a person other than a contracting
boardof directors. The contracting parties shall appoint party,except pursuant to an ergency services contract.
themembers of the board of directors. Each contracting An authority may enteinto an emegency services cen

party shall be entitled to appoint an equamber of di tractto sell water at wholesale to a person other than a
rectorsto the board of directors and may remove those di contractingparty in emegency situations, to be specified
rectorsat will. in the contract.

(d) The weight given to each direct®wote. Unless (e) Acquire, own, hold, use, lease as lessdessee,

specifically provided otherwise, each direc®drvote  sell or otherwise dispose of, mortgage, pledge, or grant
shallbe given equal weight. If the contract provides for asecurity interest in any real personal properfyom
differing weights to be given to each diretsorote, the modity or service.

Cor_1tract shall _SDECify the mannanf Calculating the (f) Acquire propert}by condemnation using the pro

weightto be given to each directervote. cedureunder s. 32.05 or 32.06 for the purposes set forth
(e) The manner of selection of thdioérs of the au in this section.

thority and their duties. (g) Enter upon any state, county or municigtatet,

(f) The voting requirements for action by the board oador alley or any public highway for the purpose of
of directors. Unless specifically provided otherwiae, installing, maintaining and operating the authost{ack
majority of the authorized directors constitutest®rum  jities. \Whenever the work is to be done in a state, county
of the t_)oard ofldi.rectors. Un!ess specifically pr_ovided or municipal highwaystreet, road or allehe public as
otherwisea majority of the voting power present is-nec thority having control thereof shall be duly notified, and
essaryfor any action to be taken by the boardlivéctors. e highway street, road or alley shall be restored to as

(g) The duties of the board of directors, including the gooda condition as existed befdtee commencement of

obllgatlontc_) comply with this section and the 'a"_VS of this thework with all costs incident to the work to be borne
stateand with the terms of the contract under this subsec by the authority

tion. . . .
. . . (h) Install and maintain, withowbmpensation to the
e e e Bt o e 18 1Y pAFET h Ut fcies verpon
mavbecome parties to the contract by amendment underany part of théved of any river or of any land cov
Y € P ; " y amendament. eredby any of the navigable waters of the state, the title
(i) Provisions for the disposition, divisiondistribu 7
tion of any property or assets of the authority on dissolu to which is held by the state, apd Quepon or under ea
nalsor through waterways. This paragrajies not re

tion. . . . . . )
(i) The term of the contract and the method, if afy lieve the authority ofllts obllggtlon tobtain any permits
or approvals otherwise required by law

terminatingor rescinding the contract. The term of the ) . ; )
9 9 (i) Require contracting parties to purchase water

contractmay be a definite period or it may be untd re ¢ h hori d : )
scindedor terminated. The contract may not be rescinded rom the authority and to conneay contracting party

or terminated so long as the authority has bonds outstand distributionsystemwith the authorite distribution sys
ing, unless provision for full payment of such bonds, by tem._ . . .
escrowor otherwise, has been made purstattie terms () Fix, maintain and revise fees, rates, rents and
of the bonds or the resolution, trust indenture or security chargegor functions, servicesacilities or commodities
instrumentsecuring the bonds. providedby the authority _

(k) The manner in which the contracting parties shall (k) Make, and from time to timemend and repeal,

resolveany disputes. bylaws,rules and regulations to carry intéeet thepow
(5) Powers. The authority may do all of the follew ~ €rsand purposes of the authority _
ing: (L) Join an ayanization, ifthe board of directors de

(a) Plan, develop, acquire, construct, reconstruet, op terminesthat membership is beneficial &zcomplish
erate,manage, dispose of, participate in, maintain, repair Mmentof the authoritys purposes.

extendor improveone or more projects within the state, (m) Sue and be sued in its own name.
eithersolely or in conjunction with any other person. (n) Have and use a corporate seal.
(b) Act as agent in conducting an activity under par ~ (0) Employ agents and employes.
(@). (p) Incur debts, liabilities or obligations including the
(c) Buy or sell interest in, or rights to the capacity of, borrowingof money and the issuance of bonds, secured
projects. or unsecured, under sub. (9) (b).

(d) Produce, treat, store, transmit, distribute,- pur (q) Invest anyfunds held in reserve or sinking funds,
chase,sell or exchange water in such amounts as theor any funds not required for immediadesbursement,
boardof directors determines to ecessary and ap  includingthe proceeds from the sale of any bondsuih
propriate,subject to the limitations in this paragraph. An obligations,securities and other investments as the au
authoritymay not sell water at retail. An authority may thority deems proper in accordance with s. 66.04 (2).
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(r) Do and perform any acts and things authorized by thority provides that the obligations of a contracting party

this section undethrough oty means of an agent or by
contractswith any person.

(s) Exercise any other powers that the board of direc
torsconsiders necessary and convenientferfate the
purpose®f the authority

(6) PusLic cHARACTER. An authority is a political
subdivisionand body public and corporate of tétate,
exercisingpublic powers, separate from the contracting
parties. It has the dutigsrivileges, immunities, rights,
liabilities and disabilities of a public body but does not
havetaxing power

(7) PaymenTs. (a) Definition. In this subsection,
“purchaseof water” includes any right to capacity of in
terestin any project.

(b) Payments for commodities asérvices. The
contractingparties may agre® pay the authority funds

underthe purchase agreement apecial obligations of
the contracting partypayable solely from the revenues
andothermoneys derived by the contracting party from
its water utility these obligations aret debt of the coen
tracting party and shall be treated as operation and main
tenanceexpenses of a water utility

(8) RecuLaTiON. (a) An authority may not issue
bondsfor the construction of a projeahtil the commis
sionhas certified that public convenience and necessity
requirethe project. A project need not be certified as be
ing required by public convenience andcessity if no
bondsare issuedor the project. The commission may
promulgaterulesregarding the making of certifications
of public convenience and necessity under this subsec
tion.

(b) The commission may refuse tertify a project

for commaodities to be procured or services to be renderedunderpar (a) if it appears that the completion of the proj

by the authority The agreement may also provide for
paymentsn the form of contributions to defray the cost

ectwill do any of the following:
1. Substantially impair the #iency of the service

of any purpose set forth in the contract under sub. (4) orof a contracting partg’public utility.

theagreement and, subject to repayment by the authority

2. Provide facilities unreasonably in excess of the

for advances for any purpose set forth in the contract un probablefuture requirements.

dersub. (4) or the agreement.
(c) Purchase aggements.The contracting parties

3. When placed in operation, add to the cost of ser
vice without proportionately increasing the value or

may enter into purchase agreements with the authority availablequantity of service.

for the purchase of watePurchase agreements may in
cludethe following provisions:

1. A provision requiring the purchaser to make-pay
mentsin amounts that are digient to enable thauthor
ity to meet its expenses, interast principal payments,
whetherat maturity or upon debt service fund redemp

tion, for its bonds, reasonable reserves for debt service,

operationand maintenance and renewals and replace
mentsand therequirements of any rate covenant with re
spectto debt serviceoverage contained in any resolu
tion, trust indenture or other security instrument.

2. A provision requiring the purchaser to pay for wa
ter regardless of whether water is delivered to the pur

(c) The commission may issue a certificate for the
constructiorof a project or for any part of the project if
the project complies witlthe requirements of pafb).
The commission may attach to the issuance afetsifi-
cateterms and conditions that will ensure that the-con
structionof the project meets the requirements of fi®r

(9) BonDs;GENERALLY. (@) Types of bondsAn au
thority may issuehe types of bonds it determines, subject
only to any agreement with thieolders of particular
bonds. An authority may issue bonds, the principal and
intereston which are payable exclusively from all or a
portion of the revenues from one or more projects, or
from one or more revenue produciogntracts made by

chaseror whether any project contemplated by any such the authority or from its revenues generalljhe author

agreemenis completed, operable operating, and net
withstandingsuspensioninterruption, interference, +e
ductionor curtailment of the output of the project.

3. A provision requiring that, if one or more of the
purchaserslefaults in the payment of its obligations un
dera purchase agreement, teenaining purchasers shall
acceptand pay fgrand shall be entitled proportionately

ity may secure its bonds by a pledgamy grant, subsigy
or contribution fromany contracting partpr by a pledge
of any income or revenues, funds, or monefythe au
thority from any source whatsoever

(b) Purposes of bondsAn authority may issubonds
in such principal amounts as the authority deaatses
saryto provide sufcient funds to carry out any of its eor

to use or otherwise dispose of, the water that was to haveporatepurposesnd powers, including the establishment

beenpurchased by the defaulting purchaser

4. A provision providing for a term for the purchase
agreement.The term may be for the life of a project, for
anindefinite period or for any other term.

5. Other terms and conditions thhe authority and
thepurchasers determine.

(d) Status of obligations under a mimase agee-

or increase ofeserves, interest accrued during construc
tion of a project and for period not exceeding one year
afterthe completion of construction of a project, and the
paymentof all other costs or expenses of the authority in
cidentto and necessary or convenient to carry out its cor
poratepurposes and powers.

(c) Liability on the bondsl1. Neither the members

ment.To the extent that a purchase agreement with-an au of the board oflirectors of an authority nor any person
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executingthe bonds is personally liable on the bonds by anyrevenue producing contract made by the authority to

reasomof the issuance of the bonds. secureghepayment of bonds, subject to any agreements
2. The bonds of an authority is not a debthe con with the bondholders.
tractingparties. Neither the contractipgrties nor the (f) Covenant as to theustody collection, securing,

stateare liable for the payment of the bonds. The bondsinvestmentand paymentf any revenues, assets, mo
of any authority shall be payable only out of funds or neys,funds or property with respect to which the author
propertiesof the authority The bonds of the authority ity may have any rights or interest.
shallstate the restrictions contained in this paragraph on  (g) Covenant as to the purposes to which the proceeds
theface of the bonds. from the sale of any bonds may be applied, and as to the
(10) IssuanceoFBONDS. (&) Bondsof an authority pledgeof such proceeds to secure the payment of the
shallbe authorized by resolution of the board of directors. bonds.
The bonds mapeissued under such a resolution or under (h) Covenant as to limitations on the issuance of any
atrust indenture or other security instrument. The bondsadditionalbonds, the terms upon which additional bonds
may be issued in one or more series and may be in themay be issued and secureahd the refunding of out
form of coupon bonds or registered bondsler s. 67.09.  standingbonds.
Thebonds shall bear the dates, mature at the times, bear (i) Covenant as to the rank or priority of amgnds
interestat the rates, be in thdenominations, have the with respect to any lien or security
rankor priority, be executed in the mannbke payablén ()) Covenant as to the procedure by which the terms
themedium of payment, at the places, and be subject toof any contract with or for the benefit of the holders of
theterms of redemption, with or without premium, as the bondsmay be amended or abrogated, the amount of
resolution,trust indenture or other security instrument bondsthe holders of which must consent thereto, and the
provides. mannerin which such consent may be given.
(b) The authority may sell the bonds at public or pri (k) Covenant as to the custody and safekeeping of
vatesales at the price or prices determined by the author any of its properties or investments, the insurance to be

ity. carriedon the property or investments and the use and
(c) If an oficer whose signatures appear on any dispositionof insurance proceeds.
bondsor coupons ceases to be aficef of the authority (L) Covenant as to the vesting in one or more trustees,
before the delivery of such obligations, théagf’s sig within or outside the state, of those properties, rights,
natureshall, nevertheless, be vafr all purposes as if  powersand duties in trust as the authority determines.
the officer had remained in fi€e until delivery ofthe (m) Covenant as to the appointing of, and providing
bonds. for the duties and obligationsf, one or more paying
(11) CovenanTs. An authority may do all of the fol agentor other fiduciaries within or outside the state.
lowing in connection with the issuance of bonds: (n) Make all other covenants and do any actiteat
(a) Covenant as to the use of any or all of its property benecessary or convenient or desirable in order to secure
realor personal. its bonds, or in the absolute discretion of the authority

(b) Redeem the bonds, or covenant for the redemp tendto make the bonds more marketable.
tion of the bonds, and provide the terms and conditions  (0) Execute all instruments necessarganvenient
of the redemption. in the exercise of the powers granted undergagtion

(c) Covenant as to clge fees, rates, rents and orin the performance of covenants or duties, which may
chargessuficient to meet operating and maintenance ex containsuch covenants and provisions, as a purchaser of
pensestenewals and replacements to a project, principal the bonds of the authority may reasonably require.
anddebt service on bonds, creation and maintenahce (12) RerUNDING BONDS. An authority may issue 1e
anyreserves required by a bond resolution, trust inden fundingbonds for the purpose of paying any of its bonds
ture or other security instrument and to provide for any ator prior to maturity or upon acceleration or redemption.
marginsor coverages over and above debt service on theAn authority may issue refunding bonds at such time
bondsthat the board of directors considers desirédrle  prior to the maturity or redemption of the refunded bonds
the marketability of the bonds. asthe authority deems to be in the public inter@ste re

(d) Covenanas to the events of default on the bonds funding bonds may be issued infgtiént amounts to pay
and the terms and conditions upon which the bonds shallor provide the principal of the bonds being refunded, to
becomeor may be declared due before matyasyto the getherwith any redemptiopremium on the bonds, any
termsand conditions upon which this declaration @&ad  interestaccrued or to accrue to the date of paymetiteof
consequenceasay be waived, and &sthe consequences bonds.the expenses of issue of the refunding bonds, the
of default and the remedies of bondholders. expense®f redeeminghe bonds being refunded, and

(e) Covenant as to the mortgage or pledge of, or thesuchreserves for debt service or other capital or current
grantof a securityinterest in, any real or personal preper expense$rom the proceeds of suchfunding bonds as
ty and all or any part of the revenues from any project or may be required by the resolution, trust indenture or other
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securityinstruments. @ the extent applicablegfunding
bondsare subject to subs. (10) and)1

(13) BONDSELIGIBLE FOR INVESTMENT. Public ofi-
cersand agencies of the state, political subdivisions, in
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mattersnot accorded similar precedence by.ldwailure
to commence an action within 90 days frime date of
the postmark bars the person from objecting to the au
thority’s determination tadeviate from the local ordi

surancecompanies, trust companies, banks, savingsnanceor permit condition. If the determination of the au
banks savings and loan associations, investment cempa thority either is not challenged or is upheld, the authority
nies, personal representatives, executors, administratorsmay deviate from the ordinance or permiindition in the

trusteesand other fiduciaries mayroperly and legally
investfunds, including capital in thegontrol or belong
ing to them, inbonds of the authorityThe authoritys
bondsare securities that may properly and legallgee
positedwith and received by anyfafer or agency of the
stateor any political subdivision for any purpose for
which the deposit of bonds abligation of the state or
any political subdivision is authorized by law

(14) BUDGETS; RATES AND CHARGES;AUDIT. An au
thority shall adopt a calendar year as its fiscal year for ac
countingpurposes. The board of directors of the author
ity shall annually prepare a budget for the authority
Ratesand other chges receivethy the authority shall be
usedfor the general expenses and capital expenditifires
theauthority and to pay interest, amortization, and retire
mentchages on bonds. The authority shall maintain an
accountingsystem in accordance with generally- ac
ceptedaccounting principles and shall have its financial
statementsand debt covenants audited annually binan
dependentertified public accountant.

(15) COMPLIANCE WITH LOCAL ORDINANCESAND PER
MIT CONDITIONS; DEVIATIONS. The authority shall comply
with all local ordinances and permit conditions, unless
the authoritys board of directors determines that the or
dinanceor permit conditionmposes unreasonable-re
quirementscosts or delays on the authoribility to
carryoutits responsibilities. If the board of directors de
terminesthat an ordinance guermit condition imposes

mannerspecified in the resolution, except that this-sub
section does not authorize the authority to deviate from
floodplainor shoreland zoning ordinances or permit-con
ditions.

(16) OTHERSTATUTES. This section doasot limit the
powersof local governmental units enter into inteyov-
ernmentakooperation or contracts or to establish sepa
ratelegal entitiesunder s. 66.30 or any other applicable
law, or otherwise to carry out their powers undpplica
ble statutory provisions.

(17) ConsTRuUCTION. This section shall be interpreted
liberally to efect the purposes set forth in this section.

SecTioN 5. 70.11 (2) of the statutes, adedted by
1997Wisconsin Act 35is amended to read:

70.11(2) MUNICIPAL PROPERTYAND PROPERTYOFCER-

TAIN DISTRICTS, EXCEPTION. Property owned byany
county,city, village, town, school district, technical eol
legedistrict, publicinland lake protection and rehabilita
tion district, metropolitan sewerage district, municipal
waterdistrict created under s. 198.22, joint local water
authoritycreated under s. 66.0785town sanitary dis
trict; lands belonging to cities of any other state used for
public parks; land tax—deeded to any couatycity be

fore January 2; but any residence located ypaperty
ownedby the county for park purposes whiclrésnted

out by the county foa nonpark purpose shall not be ex
empt from taxation. Except as to land acquired under s.

unreasonablesquirements, costs or delays, the board of 29-84(2) (d), this exemption shall not apply to lecwi

directorsshall pass a resolution specifying the ordinance

or permit condition, indicating whit is unreasonable
andhow the authority intends to devidtem the ordi
nanceor permit condition. If the board of directors
passes resolution under thisubsection, the authority
shallserve a copy of the resolution by certified mail upon
theclerk of the county or municipality whose ordinance
or permit condition is specified in the resolutiohe

veyedafter August 17, 1961, to any such governmental
unit or for its benefit while the grantor or others for his or
her benefit are permitted to occupy the land or part-there
of in consideration for the conveyance. Leasing the-prop
erty exempt under thisubsection, regardless of the-les
seeand the use of tHeasehold income, does not render
thatproperty taxable.

SecTioN 6. 71.26(1) (b) of the statutes is amended

copyshall be accompanied by a statement that the authorto read:

ity’s determination is subject to review only for a period

71.26(1) (b) Political units. Income received bthe

of 90 days from the date of the postmark. Any aggrieved United States, the sta@nd all counties, cities, villages,

personmay commence an action in the circuit court of the
county,or in the circuit court in which the municipality
is located, to challenge the authoritgetermination.
The action must be commenced within @8ys of the
postmarkof the copy served on the county or municipali

ty. Anaction under this subsection is the only manner by

which the authoritys determination to deviate from an
ordinanceor permit condition may be challenged. The
circuit court shall givehe matter precedence over other

towns, school districts, technicalollege districts, joint
local water authorities createthder s. 66.0736r other
political units of this state.

SecTION 7. 77.54 (9a) (em) of thstatutes is created
toread:

77.54 (9a) (em) Any joint local watemauthority
createdunder s. 66.0735.

SecTioN 8. 196.01 (5) of the statutes is renumbered
196.01(5) (a) (intro.) and is amended to read:
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196.01(5) (a) (intro.) “Public utility” means, except
asprovided in par(b), every corporation, comparndi-
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196.52(3) (b) 1. The requiremeffdr written approv
al under par(a) shall not apply to any contractasrange

vidual, association, their lessees, trustees or receivers apmentif the amount of consideration involved is not in ex

pointedby any court, and every sanitary district, town,
village or city that may own, operate, manage or control
anytoll bridge or all or any part of a plant or equipment,
within the state, for the production, transmission, deliv
ery or furnishing of heat, lightyater or power either di
rectly or |nd|rectly to or for the pubhc%heunhty"

heatlight, power-orwater-to-its members-anlfPublic

ut|I|ty” includes-anll of the following:

cessof $25,0000r 5% of the equity of the public utility
whicheveris smallerand The requirement under péa)
alsodoesnot apply to a telecommunications utility eon
tractor arrangement or to contracts or arrangements with
joint local water authorities under s. 66.073®egularly
recurring payments under a general or continuing ar
rangementvhich aggregate a greater annual amaouay

not be broken down into a series of transactions to come
within the exemption under this paragraph. Any transac
tion exempted under this paragraph shall be valid-or ef

Any person engaged in the transmission or delivery fective without commission approval under tiisction.

of natural gas for compensation within this state by
meanof pipes or mains and any person, excejui\ern
mentalunit, who furnishes services by means of a sewer
agesystem either directly or indirectly to far the pub
lic. “Public-utility”includes-a

2. A telecommunications utility “Public-utility”

SecTioN 9. 196.01 (5) (b) of the statutes is created to
read:

196.01(5) (b) “Public utility” does not include any
of the following:

1. A cooperative associationgamizedunder ch. 185
for the purpose of producing or furnishing heat, light,
poweror water to its members only

2. A holding companyas defined in s. 196.79%)
(h), unless the holdingompany furnishes, directly to the
public, telecommunications or sewer service, hiagttt,
wateror power oy by means of pipes or mains, natural
gas.

3. Any companyas defined in s. 196.795 (1) (f),

SecTion 10m. 196.85 (2e) of the statutes is created
to read:

196.85(2e) Annually, the commission shall assess a
joint local water authorityor the commissios’ costs un
ders. 66.0735 (8) directly attributable to that joint local
waterauthority The commission shall bill the joint local
waterauthority for the amount of the assessment.

SecTioN 11m. 196.85 (3) of the statutesasnended
toread:

196.85(3) If any public utility sewerage system,
joint local water authoritpr power districts billed under
sub.(1) er, (2) or(2e)and fails to pay the bill within 30
daysor fails to file objections to the hill with the commis
sion, as provided in this subsection, the commission shall
transmitto the state treasurer a certified copy of the bill,
togethemwith notice of failure to pay the bill, and on the
sameday the commission shall mail by registered mail to
the public utility, sewerage system, joint local wader
thority or power district a copy of the notice which it has
transmittedo the state treasureéWthin 10 days after the
receiptof notice anccertified copy of the bill the state
treasureshall levy the amount stated on the bill to be due,
with interest, bydistress and sale of any propemglud
ing stocks, securities, bank accounts, evidences of debt,
andaccounts receivable belonging to the delinquent pub
lic utility, sewerage system, joint local water authasity
powerdistrict. The levy by distress and sale shatjbe
ernedby s. 74.10, 1985tats., except that it shall be made
by the state treasurer and that goods and chatteis
wherewithin the state may be levied upon.

Section 12m. 196.85 (4) (a) of the statutes is

which owns, operates, manages or controls a telecemmu amendedo read:

nications utility unless the company furnishes, directly to

the public, telecommunications or sewer service, heat,

light, water or power gty means of pipes or maimst
ural gas.

4. A cellular mobile radidelecommunicationatil-
ity.

5. Ajoint local water authority under s. 66.0735.

SectioN 10. 196.52 (3) (b) 1. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

196.85(4) (a) Within 30 days after the date of the
mailing of any bill under subs. (Bnd (2) and (2e}he
public utility, sewerage system, joint local water author
ity or power district that has bebitled may file with the
commissionobjections setting out in detail tigegounds
uponwhich the objector regardise bill to be excessive,
erroneousunlawful or invalid. The commissio@after
noticeto the objectgrshall hold a hearing upon the objec
tions, from 5to 10 days after providing the notice. If after
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the hearing the commission finds any part of the bill to be thority or power district that is billed shall pay the amount
excessiveerroneous, unlawful or invalid it shall record of the bill, andafter payment may in the manner provided
its findings upon its minutes and transmit to thgector underthis section, at any time within 2 years from the
by registered mail an amended bill, in accordanith datethe payment wamade, sue the state to recover the
thefindings. The amended bghall have the same force amountpaid plus interest from the daiepayment, upon
andeffect under this section as ariginal bill rendered  the ground that the assessment &asessiveerroneous,

under subs. (1-an@®) and (2e) unlawful or invalid in whole or in partlf the court finds
SectioN 13m. 196.85 (5) of thestatutes is amended thatany part of the bill for which paymewas made was
to read: excessiveerroneous, unlawfudr invalid, the state trea

196.85(5) No suit or proceeding may be maintained surershall make a refund to the claimant as diretigd
in any court to restrain or delay the collection or payment the court. The refund shall be chad to the appropri
of any bill rendered under subs. {1)-af&) and (2e) Ev ationsto the commission.
ery public utility, seweragesystem, joint local water au




